[Clinical evaluation of new anti-arrhythmia drugs after the CAST (Cardiac Arrhythmia Suppression Trial) study].
The results of the Cardiac Arrhythmia Suppression Trial (CAST) are of great importance for the development and clinical evaluation of new antiarrhythmic agents. Today, the development of a new antiarrhythmic drug is only justified, if the benefit risk ratio is superior compared to those agents already available in clinical practice. The primary criterion of therapeutic efficacy is the prevention of tachyarrhythmic sudden cardiac death and/or the prevention of sustained ventricular tachycardia.